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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT BALAGUER: AMBASSADOR'S TRIP TO 
WASHINGTON 

REP: SANTO DOMINGO 2572 

1. DURING CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT BALAGUER REPORTED 
ELSEWHERE, I REPORTED BRIEPLY ON MY TRIP TO WASHINGTON. 

I INFORMED HIM THAT THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC WAS REGARDED AS 
THE BRIGHT SPOT IN THE CARIBBEAN BOTH FROM THE STANDPOINTS 
OF ITS DEVELOPING ECONOMY AND POLITICAL TRANQUILITY. 

RECENT ACTIONS TAKEN BY PRESIDENT BALAGUER IN THE FIELD 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS HAD ALSO BEEN NOTED FAVORABLY. I 
EMPHASIZED THE HIGH PRIORITY THAT HUMAN RIGHTS WERE BEING 
GIVEN BY THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION AND THAT FURTHER 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS AREA IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC WOULD 
CONTINUE RECEIVE HIGH MARKS. 

2. BALAGUER WAS OBVIOUSLY GRATIFIED 

TO HEAR THAT HIS EFFORTS WERE APPRECIATED IN 
WASHINGTON. HE IS HIGHLY SENSITIVE TO USG OPINION 
AND HAS REPEATEDLY STATED PUBLICLY THAT FRIENDSHIP 
WITH THE U.S. CONSTITUTES THE CORNERSTONE OF HIS 
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